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WEEKLY EVENTS IN THE HALL

Parent and Toddler Group

Tuesday 10-12 noon

Contact Laura Sadler 07920 888658 or Kirstie
Madgwick 07725 474913

Yoga
Tuesdays 6-7pm and Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm
Contact Jane Menon 07841 537105

Pilates
Thursdays 10.45-11.30am
Contact Nicky Capes 07990 517858

Please contact the organisers direct if you
are interested in joining any of these groups.

STEVE REDSHAW
has joined the hall
management team.
Since the start of the
Village Hall Steve has
been responsible for
the design of the
website and %
maintaining the update WA

of information. He has —
recently been

responsible for a new direct on-line booking
system, allowing the hirer to see if a date they
require is available and book straight away.
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~ This new logo for the Village Hall has been adopted and will appear on all

TOADSTOOL CIRCLE

A big welcome to the Toadstool Parent and
Toddlers Group. The hall takes on the
atmosphere of a wood and you feel you are
back to nature. Kirstie and Laura are there to
welcome you. At last week’s event they
managed to fill the car park, with the furthest to
travel coming from Arundel.

EVENTS IN THE VILLAGE

Saturday 11th May: Murray Downland
Garden event at Casters Brook, 11am-3.30pm
Saturday 15th June: Casters Brook Gardens
open, in aid of Church funds 1.30-4.30pm
Friday 5th until Sunday 7th July: Summer
Weekend at the recreation ground.

Saturday 7th September: Church Fete at the
Rectory, 2pm

Saturday 26th October: Fireworks and
Bonfire.

Please see noticeboards for more details
nearer the time of event.

To Contact Cocking Parish Council: Greg Burt, Clerk to the Parish Council
46 Highfield Road, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO22 8PH
01243 862287 / 07739 506275 cockingpc@gmail.com

David Imlach, Chairman of the Parish Council
dsimlach@aol.com 01730 815384
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YOUNG WILLIAM AND THE HUB ARE LOOKING
FOR YOUR SUPPORT. See over for more details.

Hello, | am William West, 14 years old, from
Cocking and a member of Easebourne
Scouts.

After a selection camp last October, | will be
joining 4,000 Scouts from the UK at the 24th World
Scout Jamboree at the Summit Bechel National Scout
Reserve in the beautiful and wild mountains of West
Virginia in the USA next summer.

This three-week trip includes 12 days at the
Jamboree, 2 week home-hospitality with a Scout
group from one of the host countries (America,
Canada or Mexico) and a stay in Washington or New
York. So, a real chance to get to know these people.

These three distinct cultures will host 45,000
Scouts from over 120 countries in a celebration of
the cultural exchange and understanding of peace
and friendship from across the globe.
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WILLIAM WEST

It was great news to hear that William had been
selected from many Scouts and it is a chance
of a lifetime to go to the World Jamboree.
However, this chance is also a challenge as
William and his fellow Scouts have to raise
£3,500 as this is the cost per head.

If you feel you can make a donation either put
in an envelope marked Scout Jamboree and
pass over to Paul in the shop or otherwise he
has a collection tin.

Thank you.

THE BLUE BELL
COMMUNITY HUB

The sale of the Blue
Bell Inn, Cocking is a
once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to buy the
pub and to secure its
future as a community
hub providing
essential services to
the village of Cocking and surrounding area.

BLUE BELL
HUB

Following the launch at the public meeting in
the Village Hall in January, we have now
launched the Community Share Offer and we
would like as many people as possible to invest
to make it a truly community venture.

The target for the share offer is to raise a
minimum of £120,000 to a maximum of
£250,000 towards a total project cost of
£637,000. Shares will be priced at £50 each
with @ minimum shareholding per application of
five shares (£250).

Friends and family members could group
together to achieve the minimum holding.
However, only the first-named investor on the
application form will be a member of the society
with voting rights.

If you prefer to make a donation please make
cheques payable to Blue Bell Community Hub
Ltd and send to Biue Bell Community Hub Ltd,
c/o Crypt Farm, Crypt Lane, Cocking, Midhurst,
West Sussex, GU29 OHP.

For further information or to register go to our
website www.bluebellhub.org

You can also follow us on
www.facebook.com/BlueBellCommunityHub

PARISH COUNCIL

Have you ever thought about becoming a
Parish Councillor?

The current Council’s four-year term ends in
May 2019; if there are more than 7 candidates
an election will be held. If there are 7 or less
then the candidates will be considered to be
duly elected, albeit unopposed!

We are looking for new Councillors to help
run the Parish Council. In particular we need
members of the younger generation to come
forward to represent the future of the village.
This is a chance to have your say in the way
things are run and to represent the views of
local people. It's a great way to give something
back to your community. Meetings are held
monthly, except August.

Although an unpaid role, the Council
encourages Councillors to go on a variety of
training courses to help them in their role,
which the Council funds.

If you would like an informal chat about
what the role entails, please contact the Clerk
or any of the existing Councillors. A list of
Councillors is on the notice board outside the
shop.

If you decide to stand in May you will need
to contact Electoral Services at Chichester
District Council to find out about the necessary
form to complete and deadlines.

Tel: 01243 521010
elections@chichester.gov.uk

THE GATEWAY IS COMING

Thanks for your response to the question as to
whether or not you wanted a gateway at the
entrance to the village from Midhurst. The
response was an overwhelming majority in favour.

We have linked with the Highways Department
who have been extremely co-operative and they
are currently arranging approval with the
appropriate authorities. We hope the gates will

be erected in June. The colour will be a light
brown, as the white gates installed in other
villages have discoloured very quickly.

We are also thankful for the gesture of one of
our villagers in funding the gateway. An artist’s
impression is shown below.

It is not possible to do the same coming into the
village from Chichester as there is not enough
room on the verges.

BONFIRES

It has been raised at a Council meeting if there
are any regulations relating to the burning of
rubbish as some residents have been irritated by
smoke going over their garden when washing is
drying or when they are sitting outside. All one
can do is to talk to the offender and ask that they
are more careful in future when burning. There
are no by-laws to regulate bonfires. Cocking for
some time has come under the Green Bin
collection service, which is fortnightly.

PASTIES GALORE!

An odd heading, but Sheelagh 5
Hanrahan prepared 110 pasties = %

for Remembrance Day lunch. Not only the
pasties, she also served up red cabbage and
mushy peas, followed by home-made sweets. A
big thanks to her for all the hard work she put in
to making a very enjoyable meal and thanks to
those who supported her. The day saw a record
number attending the laying of wreaths and, for
the first time, there was a bugler playing. Over
£250 was donated at the lunch and, with a
church collection of £600, a total of £850 was
passed to the Legion Poppy Appeal.

We must not forget that at 7.00pm Richard
Marks and Malcolm Woods lit a large fire on the
hillside above Cocking as our Beacon to link
with others around the country.

GIANT POPPIES

Thanks to Gill Buchanan for
organising the giant poppies hung
through the village and these have |
been put in store for next year. it
certainly put Cocking on the map
as we were the only village in the
area to have them.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Monday 15th April
7pm in the Village Hall
Guest Speaker: Tony Pratt
whose talk is "The Lost Wey to
the Sea" relating to the Wey and
Arun Canal

Refreshments afterwards.



