Cocking Village Hall Management
Committee is currently bidding for grant
funding to build a small extension to the

rear of the hall. This would be a new
storage zone enabling the hall to be
opened up for those who do not need all
the tables and chairs.

2017 bookings are coming in thick and
fast so if you are looking to book the hall
please contact us as soon as possible.
The charges for residents of Cocking
Parish remain discounted.

Villager Special Rates
£8.00 per hour before 6.00pm
£11.00 per hour after 6.00pm
£300.00 Celebration Package
(12 noon Friday until 12 noon Sunday)

cockingvillagehall@gmail.co.uk
or visit www.cockingvillagehall.co.uk

Looking to keep
active this spring and
summer? 4
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Regular classes continue to be available
at the hall.

Give the experts a call should you wish
to hear more about their classes and
sign up.

Pilates with shani (01243 543836)
Qi Gong with Laura (07989 570976)

We are very lucky to have iy

the use of the field for all

villagers and we know it is

well used and valued.

Please can we ask all dog

owners to support the Clean it up!
O &

enjoyment for all by
picking up all dog mess and taking it
away with you.

Thank you
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EDITORIAL

We apologise for having no guest speaker at this
year's Annual Meeting. We had hoped that Philip
Jackson would finish off last year’s talk, but
through heavy work commitments he cannot
make it; he has however promised to talk to us
later in the year.

Annual Parish Meeting
25" April in Village Hall starting 7.00pm

Sorry no guest speaker
but refreshments available after meeting.

Murray Pownland Trust

The Murray Downland Trust invites you to our
annual Garden Event on Saturday 13 May,
1lam - 3.30 pm, at Casters Brook, Cocking.

Besides the sale of plants, demonstrations of
bee-keeping and a performance by the
Midhurst Band, Philip Jackson will be
conducting two tours of B
his sculptures in the
garden.

Refreshments, cake and
produce stalls and a
raffle will also be on
offer.

Sring/Summer 2017

FOXES BREWING

In our last edition we gave out the meaning of
Bumble Kyte and asked if anyone could tell us
about the term “Foxes Brewing”. Well Sheena
Wooldrige has found that in the BBC Radio
Guide to Hidden Sussex in 1984 reference is
made to “from the backwoods on the Downs” that
in unsettled weather a mist rolls among the trees
similar to smoke out of a chimney. This is called
foxes brewings and rain follows speedily — hence
the local saying is:

When Foxes Brewings go to Cocking

Foxes Brewings come back dropping

Thanks Sheenal

PLEASE STOP IT

We have a spate of nonsensical damage being
done around the village. Two panes of thick glass
have been broken in The Croft bus shelter, three
half barrels of flowers have been tipped over at
the Village Hall and, not satisfied with that, the
vandals rolled one down the slope towards the
road and then threw plants onto the roof and
against the sides of the hall. Notices cannot be

| put up in the bus shelters without them being torn
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down and Simon at The Bluebell lost a sign from
the forecourt.

The Police are fully aware of what has happened
and will increase patrols. Also a local security
company has agreed to patrol the Hall area as a
gesture of goodwill. Please report to the Police
anything suspicious.

GATE OR NO GATE?

We have aborted the use of a speed device as,
over a period of five hours, we only had two
vehicles to report and they were being driven at
less than 40mph.

This observance to our speed limit was probably
due to where we are asked to stand, which gives
all drivers adequate vision and time to slow down.

A suggestion has been made to erect a gate on
the approach from Midhurst on the left hand side,
similar to the gates erected at Easebourne.
Please let us have your comments. We are

&

hoping to use a speed indicator sign to show

drivers their speed.

| WELCOME TO COCKING HILL FARM

You will now see sheep grazing at the farm on the

| right going out of Cocking towards Chichester.
. These sheep are under the management of
. Andrew Hodgkins and his partner Laura Gilmour.

In order to accommodate the sheep, 25,000
metres of fencing had to be replaced. Laura is
keen on diversification and has her own blog
about her life — girlaboutthefarm.co.uk

They have agreed to come and give us a talk later
in the year about sheep farming and their
breeding links with New Zealand. | think it will be
most interesting.

WELFARE IN THE VILLAGE

Since our last edition we have had professional
advice as to the various legalities of setting up a
car scheme and thanks to those who have shown
an interest. We are organising a small group to
run it and would like to hear from you if you have
time to spare. If you wish to drive a car in this

| scheme please do let us know.

To Contact Cocking Parish Council: Greg Burt, Clerk to the Parish Council
46 Highfield Road, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO22 8PH
01243 862287 / 07739 506275 cockingpc@gmail.com

David Imlach, Chairman of the Parish Council
dsimlach@aol.com 01730 815384

SALT HANDOUTS

Over 30 residences were issued with hand-held
containers of salt for using to defrost paths and
patios. The containers were distributed to retired
people in the main and if you feel you were left
out please contact the Parish Clerk or Chairman
as the WSCC has promised us more supplies for
next winter. Many thanks to WSCC for the
donation of this salt and perhaps there is an omen
as we have not had a severe frost since the
distribution took place.

De-icing

Salt
y
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PATH NOW CLEAR

~ After several months of reporting the condition of
. the footpath from the telephone box up to the

Heyshott turn, WSCC cleared the path and made

| a very good job of it. We thank the Highways

Manager who came out to see the problem — the
path was gradually disappearing — and he
reacted to our concerns.

NEW WEB SITE

| There is a new Parish Council web site:

| www.cocking-village.co.uk

| We hope that you will find it interesting and any

improvements you feel can be made please
contact Adam Keefe on keefe@adobe.com

There has been included all businesses operated
- out of Cocking and again if you feel left out let
| Adam know.

We thank Nick Birch who has independently

maintained cocking.org site.

FUN DAY ON THE CROFT

Hyde held a Fun Day on The Croft green with Police and Fire Brigade presence
as well as some stalls. Well done Hyde!




