Your Village hall is still in use most days of the
week and continues to host many children’s
parties, Church events, weddings, family
celebrations and Christening parties as well as
being used for elections, clubs and
Expedition/Duke of Edinburgh youth training
camps.

To enable even more use of the hall the Village
Hall Management Committee are planning a
small extension to the rear of the hall in 2017.
This will be used for storage to enable hirers to
fully maximise the open hall area and
applications for some grant funding are already
underway.

DON’T FORGET - the hire costs for residents of
Cocking Parish remain discounted compared to
the “open market” rates. To get your 2017
booking in early or for more information
visit/email:
cockingvillagehaii@gmail.co.uk or

visit www.cockingvillagehall.co.uk
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2016 CHILD'REN S
CHRISTMAS PARTY

Sunday 11'" December
From 2.00pm
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“PATHER CHRISTMAS
WILL POP IN T SAV
HELLO TOO!

Classes currently held at the hall

MONDAY

Pilates with Shani (01243 543836)

10.00am —11.00am, 11.00am - 12 noon
12 noon - 1.00pm

WEDNESDAY

Pilates with shani (01243 543836)
9.45 am - 10.45am,
5.30pm —6.30pm, 6.30pm — 7.30pm

THURSDAY

Yoga with Debs (07790 367009)
7.00pm —8.30pm

FRIDAY

Qi Gong with Laura (079891 570976)
10.00am — 11.00am

COMMENTS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
The summer has seen frustration in knowing
when WSCC was cutting the grass around the
vilage and keeping the footpaths cleared.
Thanks are due to several villagers who have
helped to clear footpaths. We are meeting with
the appropriate department to learn what will be
covered next year. The reduction of service is
due, we have been told, to financial cutbacks and
this can be seen in the number of road signs
hidden behind vegetation.

It would be useful if owners of properties
bordering onto footpaths were aware that foliage
from their property fronts must be cut back from

time to time.
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BUMBLE KYTE UPDATE

Thanks go to several people: the Masseys for
continuing to keep the area so well cut and tidy;
and to St Catherine’s for the loan of a bench so
one can now sit and relax while taking in the view.

Philippa Gibbon has kindly offered us a bench or
seat — whichever is decided on — in memory of
her mother who resided for some years in Crypt
Lane.

You will also notice that after a couple of years'
chasing repairs to the barriers around the stream
we now have new ones and thanks go to our
WSCC County Councillor for his intervention to
get the work done.

The new barriers — at last
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PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE
Adam Keefe, who is designing the site, states that
we should soon have it up and running.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

This year's service of Remembrance is to be held
at St James Church in Heyshott on Sunday 13"
November at 10.30am. The service is held on a
rota basis between the three churches in the
Benefice. There will however be seventeen
crosses put around the Memorial Tree on the
village green, each of which will bear the name of
one of the Cocking fallen in the two world wars.

SORRY PITSHAM

It seems that houses in the Pitsham Wood area
have not been having delivery of the newsletter.
Please rest assured that you will not be left out in
future.

VINTAGE TEA PARTY

Over sixty villagers attended the tea party, with
the hall full and people having to sit outside. A
great thank you to Naomi Barnett and Gwen Miles
who prepared sandwiches and a magnificent
range of cakes.

THANKS GEORGE

In our last issue we asked if anyone was willing to
keep the Croft Bus Shelter tidy and George
Stickley has come forward. A couple of years ago
George gave up cutting the War Memorial grass

after twenty years. We thought he was taking a

- rest: obviously not.
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Both village Bus Shelters have now had a
notice board fitted on the back wall for advice
on local events and village information

| WHAT AN EVENING

- Our annual Parish Meeting saw a record turnout
" and attendees were treated to a talk by Philip
Jackson about his work and, if official business had
- not to take place, he could have gone on till
- midnight. It is interesting when walking through the
- churchyard you can see some of his works in his
| garden. We are lucky as a village to have such a
'~ world-renowned sculptor and his studios. We hope
he will come back next year to finish off what he
 started.

- We were also treated by Tom Kidd to an
explanation of the meaning of “BUMBLE KYTE".
. Perhaps next year he would like to explain the
meaning of his name for his house, “FOXES
' BREWINGS"?

To Contact Cocking Parish Council: Greg Burt, Clerk to the Parish Council
46 Highfield Road, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO22 S8PH
01243 862287 / 07739 506275 cockingpc@gmail.com

David Imlach, Chairman of the Parish Council
dsimlach@aol.com 01730 815384

WELL DONE

We have had our two annual village events. The
first was The Murray Downland Trust Garden
Event at Casters Brook which raised £2,800, and
from the number of cars it looks as if this is an
event gaining in popularity. It gives also a great
chance to tour the wonderful gardens.

Attendance at the Church Fete was slightly down
on last year, probably because of rain showers in
the morning, but those who did attend called it the
Friendly Fete as there was a lovely atmosphere.
The hot dog man made an addition as well as Fitz
Cane with their delicious range of ice cream. The
event raised just over £3,000 which is split
between St Catherine’s Church and St Mary’s
Church, Bepton. By the look of scaffolding around
St Catherine’s tower, the money is sorely needed.

VANE APPEAL

When works started on St Catherine’s tower it
was apparent that the weathervane needed
attention. The quoted cost of repairs was over the
estimate, and several people have said how nice
it would be for it to be gilded. To pay for this an

appeal has been set up and anyone wishing to
donate should contact either the Rev Linda
Roberison or Nico Deker.

- HEALTH AND WELFARE IN THE VILLAGE

The Parish Council is investigating the cost of

- promoting First Aid instruction which would take

- place in the village hall. If you would be interested

please contact the Parish Clerk.

The other area being looked into is the creation of
a list of volunteers willing to offer assistance in

- taking those who are in need of help to hospital or

medical centre. Other villages have created
similar schemes and if you think you can help
please contact David Imlach.

- RECYCLING NEWS

The centre in Midhurst is now open from10am-
5pm Tuesday to Saturday, although WSCC plans
to open it also on Sunday in due course. Later
opening until 7pm will come into force from April.

FREE HOME ENERGY VISITS

Want to keep warm?

Would you like to reduce your fuel bills?

If you are on a low income, over 60 or disabled
you could be eligible for a free home energy visit
from an expert.

For free friendly advice send an email to:
info@chichesterwellbeing.org.uk
sussexwellbeing.org.uk

telephone 01243521041

or visit the web site
westsussexwellbeing.org.uk



