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COCKING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

MONDAY 5 JANUARY 2026, 6.30PM 

AT COCKING VILLAGE HALL. 

 
PRESENT: Cllrs T Carter (Chairman), A Cornwell, D Imlach, W Renney and D Summerfield. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:   

G Burt, Clerk to the Council 

   
1. Apologies 

An apology for absence was received from Cllrs Miss F Russell due to a prior 
engagement. The apology and reason given was approved.  
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
Members and officers were invited to make any declarations of pecuniary and/or non-
pecuniary interests that they may have in relation to items on the agenda and were 
reminded to make any declarations at any stage during the meeting if it then became 
apparent that this may be required when a particular item or issue was to be considered.  
None. 
 

3. Questions from Visitors 
None 
 

4. To receive reports from County & District Cllrs. 

None. Members were concerned that representations from Dis and Cty Cllrs had tailed off 

and the Clerk was asked to make contact as appropriate. 

 
5. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of the 1 December 2025, previously circulated were agreed as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

6. Clerk’s Report 
None 
 

7. Planning 
There were no planning applications to consider. 
 

8. SDNP Local Plan Review - to receive any updates or new information. 

a. Members commented that despite originally expecting to see a draft Local Plan 

last Autumn, nothing had been published. The Clerk was asked to ascertain the 

new timetable. Post meeting note: this is shown on the SDNPA website: 

 

b. The Chairman advised that SDNPA had at last responded to his request to TPO 

trees on the A286 north of the village, 12 months after the request was made. They 

advised that a reply would be forthcoming!!! 

 

9. Local Government Reorganisation - to receive any updates or new information. 

The Chairman and Clerk had attended an online CDC presentation. The Government were 

now consulting on all options put forward. The election for the new Mayoral position had 

been postponed. 
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10. Highways Updates 

a. Footpaths & Footways – nothing new to report.  

b. Traffic Calming – Community Speedwatch – results from the last month had been 

circulated. 

c. Speed reductions – Still to be actioned. 

d. Wilbar had confirmed that they would honour their price quoted last year of 

£2,108.50 to install new posts etc. Clerk to check if this included the camera. Clerk 

also to issue copy of Wilbar document to councillors prior to next meeting. 

 

11. Updates on Parish Matters   

a. Playground – the works to the multi-unit were now complete although some other 

minor works had been identified.  

b. Village Hall – Pedestrian gate had now been relocated; tarmacking to follow. 

c. Policing – No meetings had taken place.  

d. History Column – Cllr Imlach was planning to arrange the jet-washing of the 

concrete base. 

e. Post Box – it was reported that the new Post Box was out of action- AGAIN! 

f. Spring Clean – the 21 and 28 March were suggested. Clerk to check litter-picking 

kit availability. 

g. Village Events – Cllr Imlach said the Council ought to look at purchasing some 

cones for use in Bell Lane when the hall car park was being used in conjunction 

with major village events – he would investigate costs. 

12. Finance 

a. Payments since the last meeting were RESOLVED and any receipts NOTED – 
Appendix A. 

b. Bank Reconciliation to 10 December 2025 was RESOLVED – Appendix B and 

the corresponding bank statement was subsequently initialled by the Chairman. 

c. To resolve the Budget for 2026-27 

A Draft Budget for 2026-27 was further considered. The Council Tax Base had 

increased slightly meaning that it was possible to increase the overall precept take 

without increasing the cost to an average Band D council tax-payer. However, 

Members were mindful of increased costs and the need to retain good reserves in 

case of unexpected eventualities therefore considered a slight increase in council 

tax was necessary. RESOLVED a revenue budget of £20,854.17 (net of VAT) for 

the year 2026-27, Appendix C.  

 

d. To resolve the Precept for 2026-27 

RESOLVED that a precept of £20,219 be levied upon Chichester District Council 

for the year 2026-27.  

[Note: This equated to a rise in the total precept of £861 and an increase of 2% in 

the Council Tax for a Band D property.] 

 

13. To consider any suggestions for speakers for Annual Parish Meeting of Electors. 

Several speakers were suggested. The Clerk was asked to invite the High Sherriff of West 

Sussex in the first instance. Cllr Imlach would start to prepare a draft Annual Report to 

coincide with this meeting. 

14. Date of Next Meeting 

Monday 2 February 2026 6.30pm  

 

The meeting closed at 7.14pm. 
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Chairman:          Date: 

 

APPENDIX A 

EXPENDITURE

Date Payee Cheque no. Details Gross VAT Net

Play Area grass 

cutting - Nov £265.00 £265.00

Recreation Field 

grass cutting - Nov £265.00 £265.00
Grass cutting Daffodil 

bank £140.00 £140.00

05/01/2026 G Burt 1180 Clerk salary - Dec £279.36 £279.36

05/01/2026 HMRC 1181 Clerk Tax - Dec £70.00 £70.00

£1,019.36 £1,019.36

01/12/2025 Andrew James 1179

INCOME & EXPENDITURE SINCE LAST MEETING TO 5 JANUARY 2026

 

 

APPENDIX B 

CASHBOOK

Balance brought forward as at 

01/04/2025 17,485.38          

Add Total Receipts 34,200.17          

Less Total Payments -33,684.90        

TOTAL 18,000.65          ◄

BANK 

Lloyds Treasurers A/C 

(10/12/2025)*1 18,590.65          

Less unpresented cheques

1175 £90.00

1178 £500.00

-590.00             

Plus unpresented deposits 0.00

TOTAL 18,000.65          ◄

*1 Includes £10,316.02 CIL 

BANK RECONCILIATION
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APPENDIX C 
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2026-27

Budget

Balances b/f at 1 April 18,648.66           

Receipts

Precept 20,219.00           

Grant - fireworks 690.00

Grant - Car Park imps

Grant - VE Day celebs.

Grant - Play area imps. 

VH Broadband Reimb. 750.00

CIL

VAT refund 100.00

Total Receipts 40,407.66           

Payments

ADMINISTRATION

Gen Admin/office 200.00

Bank charges 75.00

Website 500.00

IT 700.00

Employment costs 4,100.00             

 Clerk's Travel & Office 400.00                

PC Insurance 1,850.00             

Meeting/APM room hire 180.00

Audit fees 500.00

Chairman's Allowance 100.00

Training

Newsletter 200.00

Elections

WSALC Subscription 180.00

GRANTS 

Churchyard 500.00

 Other 400.00

VILLAGE HALL

Ground Rent 325.84

Broadband etc 750.00

Other 200.00

SPORTS FIELD

Ground Rent 200.00

Grass cutting 2,300.00             

Fireworks 1,755.83             

Car Park imps incl gate 1,000.00             

PLAY AREA

Maintenance 1,000.00             

Grass Cutting 2,500.00             

Inspections 310.00

Litter bin emptying 100.00

PUBLIC REALM

Bus Shelters/n'boards/benches 200.00

Footpath maint. 50.00

SID

Other grass-cutting 50.00

War Memorial Maintenance

Hist Column gd. rent 27.50

Defibrilator maint. 100.00

VAT 100.00

Total payments 20,854.17           

Transfer to folllowing year 19,553.49            


