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COCKING PARISH COUNCIL  
 

MINUT ES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
 

6 FEBRUARY 2017 AT 6.30PM 
 

AT THE  VILLAGE HALL, BELL  LANE, COCKING  
 

PRESENT: Cllrs Imlach (Chairman), Craig, Marks and OÕNeill. 
  
IN ATTENDANCE:   G Burt, Clerk to the Council 
    District Cllr Mrs Neville 

        
1.! Apologies 

The Clerk reminded members that in accordance with best practice, the Council should resolve to 
accept reasons for absence. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Burgess and Miss Russell (prior engagements) 
and Cllr Keefe (work). The reasons given were accepted. 

 
2.! Declarations of Interest 

Members and officers were invited to make any declarations of pecuniary and/or non-pecuniary 
interests that they may have in relation to items on the agenda and were reminded to make any 
declarations at any stage during the meeting if it then became apparent that this may be required 
when a particular item or issue was to be considered.  
 

3.! Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of the 9 January 2017, previously circulated were agreed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

4.! Matters Arising from the Minutes 
Minute 5. The Hyde Group representative had been unable to attend the last meeting due to illness 
but promised to come to a future meeting. 

 
5.! Questions from Visitors 

None. 
 

6.! WSCC Report  
None 
 

7.! CDC Report 
District Cllr Mrs Neville reported that planned parking charge increases had been called in with 
possible alternatives being looked at. The A27 saga rumbled on; CDC wished to see more 
transparency on all possible options. The new management at The Grange was performing well 
with high customer satisfaction. The finances of the Novium were being scrutinised.  
 

8.! Planning 
There had been no applications since the last meeting. 

 
9.! Parish Matters 

 
a.! Playground 

The hedge to the rear of the site had been pruned hard back and now looked much better. 
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b.! Newsletter  
The next edition would be ready just before Easter. 

 
c.! Events 

Nothing to report. 
 

d.! Village Hall 
CDC had confirmed a grant of £2k towards the extension. The hedge in the car park had 
been cut back. 
 

e.! Highways 
A site meeting with highways officials to discuss locations of new gateway features were 
due to be held. The possibility of borrowing a portable speeding sign from another parish 
was mentioned. Grass-cutting schedules would be made more available to assist in cutting 
monitoring.  
 

f.! Bumblekyte 
The new seat was currently being made.  RESOLVED that the Council take ownership 
and responsibility for future maintenance of the seat accordingly. 

   
g.! SDW Facilities 

An event organiser had been in contact with the Parish Council as a courtesy, and we had 
made some suggestions so as to minimise the impact upon the village. 

 
h.! Footpaths 

WSCC had now cleared the footway on the RHS of the main road north of the village, a 
great improvement! 
 

i.! Cycleways 
Nothing new to report. 

 
j. ! Website 

It was suggested that there be a list of local businesses based in Cocking, on the website. 
 

k.! The Croft 
It was reported that the overhanging trees mentioned at the last meeting had now been 
trimmed back. The need for improvements to some heating and energy-saving measures in 
some of the properties was stressed. Grass continued to be rutted due to inappropriate 
parking. A resident who was operating a business from home had now left the road, 
resulting in less traffic.  
 

l.! Village Welfare 
Nothing new to report.  
 

m.!Winter Management Plan 
Cllr Imlach reported on the distribution of small bags of salt (courtesy of WSCC) to some 
local residents. The Salt Bin was being misused.  
 

n.! Neighbourhood Watch 
Following some recent vandalism, the need for a reinvigorated Neighbourhood Watch was 
stressed. It was understood that the original Coordinators were no longer active, and 
momentum had to an extent been lost with changes in Policing, particularly the reduction 
in PCSOs. Many of the signs required replacing (Clerk to make enquiries.) 
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10.!Finance 
 
a. Payments from 10 January to 6 February 2017, as set out in Appendix A, were approved and 
any receipts noted. 
 
b. A bank reconciliation, as set out in Appendix B, showing a Cashbook and Bank Balance 
agreeing of £11,843.97 as at 13 January 2017, was noted. In accordance with good practice, Cllr 
OÕNeill viewed Bank Statement No 34 and initialled the corresponding balance. 
 
c. The Clerk circulated a Reserves Policy from Holme Valley Parish Council. Members 
considered that it formed the good basis for a Reserves Policy for CPC and the Clerk was asked to 
amend it accordingly, albeit with significant reductions. 
 

11.!Correspondence  
The Clerk had submitted a summary of notable correspondence since the last meeting - attached  

 Appendix C.   
 

12.!Any Other Matters for Information  
Members would confirm details for the ElectorsÕ Meeting, at the next meeting.  Phillip Jackson 
might prove a popular speaker once again, completing the talk he gave last year. 
 

13.!Date of Next Meeting 
 Monday 6 March 2017 7pm 

 
The meeting closed at 7.24pm 
 
Chairman:          Date: 

APPENDIX A 

	

PAYMENTS: 10 JANUARY - 6 FEBRUARY 2017

DATE PAYEE
CHEQ
UE NO DESCRIPTION GROSS VAT NET

06/02/2017 G Burt 683 Clerk's Net salary for Jan £197.58 £197.58
06/02/2017 HMRC 684 Clerk's Tax - Jan £49.20 £49.20
06/02/2017 Chi Payroll Services 685 Payroll Admin - Jan £10.00 £10.00
06/02/2017 Cocking Village Hall 686 Hall Hire 2016 110.0 £110.00
06/02/2017 Sussex Land Works 687 Hall Car Park Strimming £144.00 £24.00 £120.00
06/02/2017 Sussex Land Works 687 Playground Hedge Reduction £384.00 £64.00 £320.00

£894.78 £88.00 £806.78

FINANCIAL REPORT 6 FEBRUARY 2017
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APPENDIX	B	

	

RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS
Balance brought forward as 
at 31/03/2016 £5,773.11

Add Total Receipts 17,013.92              

Less Total Payments (10,943.06)             

TOTAL £11,843.97 ◄

Lloyds Treasurers A/C 
(13/01/2017) 11,913.37              

Less unpresented cheques
678 £10.00
680 £49.40
681 £10.00

-69.40

Plus uncleared deposits £0.00

TOTAL 11,843.97             ◄

BANK RECONCILIATION
AS AT 13 JANUARY 2017

PRESENTED TO COUNCIL ON 6 FEBRUARY 2017

BANK 
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APPENDIX	C	
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Date From Subject
Action: Copied to all 
Cllrs unless otherwise 
stated

17/01/2017WSCC
Publication of the Proposed Submission Draft West 
Sussex Joint Minerals Local Plan (Regulation 19)

17/01/2017SDNPA
SDNPA 19 January Planning Committee meeting 
papers

24/01/2017
Kirstin 
Price

Event notification - Race to the King 2017

24/01/2017SDNPA
SDNPA 9 February Planning Committee meeting 
papers

01/02/2017CDC NE and NW Community Forums - next meeting

NOTABLE CORRESPONDENCE TO 5 FEBRUARY 2017

 


